, intentional releases by lake-users for nuisance weed control (Magnuson et al., 1975) and commercial crayfish retailers (Gunderson, 1999) , as well as natural dispersal through interconnected waterways. However, the introduction of this species in the John Day River Basin may be the result of the biological supply trade for science curricula in schools. Elementary and middle school science programs throughout the United States (including Washington and Oregon) use live invasive crayfish as laboratory organisms, and these crayfish are ordered from both local and national biological supply companies. We recently discovered that a number of science distribution centers contain O. rusticus (which are distributed to schools for classroom use) and a major supplier in the region provides these centers and individual schools with O. rusticus (cf. Larson & Olden, 2008; J. Adams, pers. obs.) . Having said this, we cannot preclude the possibility that the introduction of O. rusticus is the result of bait bucket release because a significant smallmouth bass Micropterus dolomieui (Lacépède, 1802) fishery exists in the John Day River. However, this is unlikely given the very limited use of live crayfish for recreational fishing in western states compared to other regions in the United States. Finally, we can safely state that our discovery of O. rusticus is not a result of natural range expansion given that the closest known established population is over 1300 kilometers away.
The discovery of a dense, well-established population of O. rusticus in the John Day River is of significant concern. The John Day River Basin contains one of the healthiest runs of naturally reproducing spring Chinook salmon Oncorhynchus tshawytscha (Walbaum, 1792) compared to neighboring sub-basins of the Columbia River, but at the same time this population is highly depressed relative to historic levels and consequently even a minor disturbance could threaten their continued existence (McClure et al., 2003) . Invasive crayfish have been documented to prey on fish eggs (Dorn & Wojdak, 2004) and compete with juvenile salmon for habitat (Griffiths et al., 2004) . Future research into the potential range expansion of O. rusticus in the Columbia River Basin is warranted.
